QUOTABLE QUOTES AT GLOBAL WATER SUMMIT
ROME, ITALY
29 April to 1 May 2012
Overheard at dinner Sunday night: 'What we know about water is so much less than what we don't know.' Dr Adil Bushnak, Saudi Arabia #watermeetsmoney 
Taqsem Khan, CEO of Dhaka WASA in Bangladesh: We need to speak with one voice when communicating the value of water. #watermeetsmoney
'We need to help the public focus more on how they can do better managing water...like a Do Better campaign.' Dr Adil Bushnak, Saudi Arabia #watermeetsmoney
Christopher Gasson pointed out at CEO dinner: 'Ancient Romans even had a Goddess of the Sewers named Cloacina' #watermeetsmoney
Usha Rao-Monari, IFC, The key enabler of economic security, as well as biodiversity, is food and water security #watermeetsmoney
Usha Rao-Monari, IFC, Appropriate finance innovation will help get water to poor, including new business models and govt structures #watermeetsmoney
Corrado Sommariva, President of IDA, welcomed water leaders to the conference: 'We have to create climate for innovation to happen' #watermeetsmoney
Corrado Sommariva discussed relationship between IDA-GWI and praised Christopher Gasson for emphasizing the money side of industry #watermeetsmoney
Corrado Sommariva Money should not be a constraint to our dreams to bring water to all #watermeetsmoney
Corrado Sommariva announced launch of IDA Desalination Academy in July at Singapore International Water Week #watermeetsmoney 
Corrado Sommariva What our successful water future looks like is only as good as our dreams are and only innovation can make dreams come true #watermeetsmoney
John Lipsky, former managing director of the IMF, started his talk with joke: 'You are water and I am money.' #watermeetsmoney
John Lipsky, former IMF managing director, explained IMF's global economic forecast is for growth at only long-term average. Audience poll at the summit showed 56% agreed. #watermeetsmoney 
Lipsky: Near term moderate growth will present sustained challenges, but short-term budget deficits lower in Eurozone in contrast w/US, Japan, etc. #watermeetsmoney
Lipsky: Faster-growing economies will have lower deficits in short term so pressure in markets on public debt #watermeetsmoney 
Dr Mihir Shah, head of water resources for the planning commission of India, explained that the Availability of sites for large dams is being exhausted #watermeetsmoney
Dr Mihir Shah: 'We are moving from narrow, construction-centered to a multidisciplinary  water management approach.' #watermeetsmoney
Dr Mihir Shah: Paradigm shift is to focus on getting water to farmers and emphasizing water efficiency with rational pricing of water. #watermeetsmoney
Dr Mihir Shah: India is the largest groundwater user in the world #watermeetsmoney
Dr Mihir Shah: We look at water and sanitation at the same time, which offers a huge opportunity to move ahead. We need best-practice exchange #watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman, Water, Sanitation, Hygiene Director for Gates Foundation: 'Why does Bill Gates want to reinvent the toilet? Because you will not!' #watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: Gates Foundation provides grant money for innovation and product development for sanitation for poor people to create Toilets 2.0 #watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: Toilets serve only a third of the world's population, a third have holes in ground and another billion's only option is open defecation#watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: 2.6 billion are without safe sanitation, so we must reinvent the toilet and find new ways to capture and recycle human waste #watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: It takes 100 times the waste we produce to flush waste through the pipes to a treatment plant and back to the sea #watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: About 200 million septic tanks in the world are being emptied by hand so we need improved vacuum trucks.#watermeetsmoney
Frank Rijsberman: It's not about giving away toilets but about creating demand with behavioural change programmes like CLTS++ #watermeetsmoney
Dobromir Simidchiev: Bulgaria plans to double investment in water infrastructure by 2020 so looking at PPPs to enable rehabilitation of network #watermeetsmoney
Dobromir Simidchiev: Sofia alone has 30+ main breaks/day. #watermeetsmoney
Taqsem Khan, Dhaka WASA: Mindset in Bangladesh is changing, but still see water as god-given right-unfortunately, someone has to bring it to the house #watermeetsmoney 
Sue Murphy, Water Corporation of Australia: Problem is when disinterested politician make bad or no decisions about water. #watermeetsmoney
Sue Murphy: Australian focus groups said they save water to save the environment-a moral obligation-and they save energy to save money #watermeetsmoney 
Dr J. Craig Venter, first to sequence human genome, was keynote at Gala Awards Dinner at addressed the 'Brave New World' of synthetic life. #watermeetsmoney
Dr Venter talked about the future of individualized medicine, genomics of human microbiome and error correction with synthetic DNA. #watermeetsmoney
Dr Venter believes that disruptive change is needed and synthetic life will be part of the solution to the fuel=water=food issue #watermeetsmoney
Dr Venter: 'The human body has 100 trillion human cells and 200 trillion bacterial cells, no matter how well you wash your hands!' #watermeetsmoney 
Dr Venter: 'pLife is a DNA software system. If you can change the software, you can change the system.' #watermeetsmoney
Dr Venter: 'This will be the Century of Synthetic Life.' #watermeetsmoney
Day 2 of Global Water Summit in Rome starts with lively, thought-provoking panel discussion of 'Brave New World for Water.' #watermeetsmoney
Christopher Gasson, publisher of GWI: 'It's wrong that water industry is shaped by govts in closed rooms deciding what's good for customers. #watermeetsmoney
Christopher Gasson, publisher of GWI: 'Utilities should be independent, so we should keep politicians and government out.' #watermeetsmoney
Roger Harrabin, BBC's environment analyst, 'The panel seems to believe in the dynamism of the private sector to solve problems of water.' #watermeetsmoney
Christopher Gasson, publisher of GWI: 'Whether water utilities are public or private, they should act like companies that provide products.' #watermeetsmoney
Dr Johan Groen, Xylem: Utilities need to do master planning but also need freedom to meet demand and deliver products needed. Price is the problem. #watermeetsmoney
Shayo Holloway, general MD of Lagos State Water Corp: Government is a catalyst to start the ball rolling and move toward water objectives. #watermeetsmoney
Julia Bucknall, World Bank: Christopher Gasson was simplistic and provocative but, yes, govt shouldn't be involved in urban water service delivery. #watermeetsmoney
Julia Bucknall, World Bank: But the government still has to regulate and work on issues of irrigation, agriculture and water resource management. #watermeetsmoney
Gerard Payen, president of AquaFed, 'Regulators are never completely independent from politicians.' #watermeetsmoney
Water Performer of the Year competition used dynamic Pecha Kucha format and voting machines. People's Choice Award went to Armenia team. #watermeetsmoney 
Fahad Al Jurish, National Water Company, Saudi Arabia, talked about how integration of IT services saved 27.3% water due to leak detection #watermeetsmoney
Fahad Al Jurish: Success due to improving unified, standardized and automated business, IT and technical processes in a project titled Compass #watermeetsmoney
Oscar Chu, Deputy GM of Macau Water Supply Co. Ltd.: High efficiency gains by promoting innovation in business&technology with staff awards. #watermeetsmoney
Oscar Chu: As a private operator in Macau, increased efficiency so kept same water tariffs for ten years. Long-term concession contract renewed. #watermeetsmoney
Gerald Razafinjato, CEO of Sandandrano in Madagascar: 14,000 children each year were dying from lack access to clean water and sanitation #watermeetsmoney
Gerald Razafinjato: PPP model and results based aid helped build confidence in Madagascar and now only 15% water system loss.  #watermeetsmoney
Kris Looney of Selenium Ltd: 'Seldox uses covalently attached, copolymerized selenium to coat reverse osmosis membranes.' #watermeetsmoney
Kris Looney of Selenium Ltd: 'Seldox already has FDA approval for dental sealants/orthodontics and now applied to reverse osmosis for water.' #watermeetsmoney
Prof. Hans Coster of INPHAZE Pty. Ltd: Online monitoring of membrane fouling gives advanced warning like a canary in a mine #watermeetsmoney
Jerome Douziech, Nuove Acque SpA: This was the first water/wastewater concession and reduced energy consumption by 25% in ten years. #watermeetsmoney
Jerome Douziech: Italy consumes most bottled water in the world - about 200 litres per capita #watermeetsmoney
Patrick Lorin and Hasmik Harutyunyan of Armenian Water&Sewage Company began inspiring presentation with video 'A Story of a Dream' #watermeetsmoney
Patrick Lorin and Hasmik Harutyunyan: In Armenia, we started at 90% water losses. Now we're down to 70%. #watermeetsmoney
Tom Pankratz, editor of Water Desalination Report, chaired a panel of judges looking at 5 new technologies in Water Technology Idol competition. #watermeetsmoney 
Rodney Komlenic of Disruptor Filtration Technology introduced a nanofiber technology with a positive charge field. #watermeetsmoney
Rodney Komlenic: Our nanofiber technology removes low molecular weight materials at a high flow rate with low pressure drop. #watermeetsmoney
Olgica Bakijan of Porifera: Forward osmosis's key advantage is that it works in high fouling environment with no decline in flux. #watermeetsmoney 
Laura Demmons of Sylvan Source: Thermal desalination captures heat without heat exchange for ultraclean water from highly contaminated water #watermeetsmoney
Winner of the Water Technology Idol contest was Laura Demmons of Sylvan Source, with 32.8% of the audience's votes. #watermeetsmoney
Audience poll: 30% said that the best investment in the water sector is to extend wastewater treatment and reuse. #watermeetsmoney
Raj Mittal of VA Tech WABAG: Our priority in India is to reduce water loss and treat wastewater.  #watermeetsmoney
Steve Grossman of Ohio Water Development Authority: We have utilized leveraged revolving loan funds to finance water projects. #watermeetsmoney
Bob Shepherd of Global Clearinghouse for Development Finance: Most developing countries have only short-term sources of funding so 3-5 year loans #watermeetsmoney
Deane Dray: We look at where are the deepest moats around the barriers.  #watermeetsmoney
Deane Dray of Citi Investment Research: Most growth on equipment side is in desalination, ballast water and water reuse. #watermeetsmoney
Audience poll: Availability of finance mechanisms is less an obstacle to bringing water to poor than people not paying for infrastructure-so need tariff reform. #watermeetsmoney
